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Necessity of Devotion to

We were born into the life of grace by the omnipotent
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and our

supplications for spiritual progress and
perseverance should be directed to Her.

Plinio Corréa de Oliveira

t. Louis-Marie Grignion de

Montfort dedicates the first

chapter of the Treatise of True

Devotion to the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary to demonstrating the neces-
sity of being a devotee of Our Lady. In
what sense? Let us try to explain the
Saint’s thesis.

Necessity of devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary

To understand St. Louis’ goal,
we must read the chapter with great
care.

He begins with a preamble and
then develops the demonstration.
In the prologue, he establishes
the scope of the word necessity: it
is not to say that God absolutely
needs Our Lady to save souls, be-
cause, being omnipotent and per-
fect, He needs no one. He is above
all things and could have creat-
ed a world in which Our Lady did
not exist and souls would be saved
without Her.

The necessity of Mary in the spir-
itual life is therefore of another kind.
Seeing as God created Her by a free
act of His will, giving Her certain
perfections and attributes, includ-
ing that of Universal Mediation, de-
votion to Her becomes necessary.

In other words, the Catholic Church
does not maintain that God needs
Our Lady, but states the following:
The Lord wanted Her to be neces-
sary for our salvation, and therefore
made it so by a decree of His supe-
rior plan.

Transcendental importance
of the Incarnation

The demonstration St. Louis de
Montfort makes regarding the neces-
sity of devotion to Our Lady is based
on her role in the Incarnation. There-
fore, before all else, let us lay some
groundwork.

The first thesis that we must re-
member is the paramount impor-
tance of the Incarnation in the work
of creation. There is one point in
this regard that is debated among
theologians. Some say that if man
had not sinned, the Eternal Word
would not have assumed our flesh;
others claim that the Incarnation
would have occurred even without
original sin.

Hence the former conclude that,
though it was an evil, Adam’s sin did
provide a benefit for humanity; thus
the Liturgy sings on Holy Saturday:
O felix culpa... — O happy fault, which
gained for us so great a Redeemer!



Without the fall of our first parents, !

we would lack the happiness of hav-
ing the Saviour.

Whatever the case may be, which- !
ever thesis one adheres to, we must
recognize that the Incarnation of the

Word is not just one episode among
others in the history of mankind, but
is, like the Redemption, a culminat-
ing event.

As God is He Who is, there has
never been anything — with the ex-
ception of the generation of the Word
and the procession of the Holy Spir-
it — even close to the importance of
the Incarnation of the Second Person
of the Blessed Trinity. It is a fact re-
lated to divine nature itself, and that

which appertains to God is incom- :
parably more important than that
which refers to man. The Incarna-
tion transcends everything in impor- |

tance, and is intimately linked to the
Redemption.

Role of Our Lady in
the divine plan

For this reason, the role of Our
Lady in the Incarnation clearly estab-
lishes her importance in the whole of
the divine plan, and does so concern-
ing precisely what is most important
and fundamental in it.

For example, it is admirable that :

Our Lord chose Constantine to take '

the Church out of the catacombs. But Cooperation with the

what is this beside Our Lady having Eternal Father

been chosen from all eternity to bear
the Saviour? Nothing at all. We truly
admire Anchieta, because he evan-
gelized Brazil. Now what is evange-
lizing a country compared to cooper-
ating in the Incarnation of the Word?
Nothing!

the Blessed Virgin Mary

Let’s speak in terms of saving the
- world from the present crisis and re- |
. storing Christ’s Kingdom, and sup-
. pose that Our Lord were to choose
one man for that task. We would
consider this a formidable mission,

and rightly so. But what would that
be in light of Our Lady’s mission?
Nothing! It lies on a level beyond
comparison with the historical role
of any other person, including that
of St. Peter, even though he was the
first Pope.

Concerning Our Lady, one is al-
ways obliged to repeat the expres-
sion: “beyond comparison.” It su-
persedes human vocabulary. There
is such a disproportion between Her

and all creatures that the only sure :
thing to say is “beyond compari- |
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son..

we can only conclude that to study
Our Lady’s participation in the In-
carnation is to analyse her role in the
most important event of all time, to-
gether with the Redemption. And
what exactly was this role?

St. Louis de Montfort responds by
reflecting on the participation of the
Three Persons of the Blessed Trini-
ty in the Incarnation, and then on the
cooperation of Our Lady with the Fa-
ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

As Scripture says, Jesus Christ :

was sent into the world by the Eternal
Father to save men. The Old Testa-
ment, in one of its prophecies, states
of Our Lord: “Lo, I come; in the roll
of the book it is written of Me; I de-
light to do Thy will” (Ps 40: 7-8).

Having recalled these concepts,

& -~

The Church does not
maintain that God
needs Our Lady, but
states the following:
The Lord wanted
Her to be necessary
for our salvation

Above, Plinio Corréa de Oliveira
venerating a statue sculpted by St.
Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, in
Saint-Laurent-sur-Sévre and Msgr. Joao
Scognamiglio Cla Dias the statue of
Mary Help of Christians in Tabor House,
in Caieiras (SP); on previous page, Our
Lady Seat of Wisdom - Bela Vista House,
Mairipora (SP)
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Jesus Christ constantly speaks of
His Heavenly Father as the One who

sent Him, and He manifested Him- !

self as His beloved Son. It was the Fa-
ther He invoked when He gave up
His soul, saying, “into Thy hands I
commit My spirit” (Lk 23:46).

Now if the Eternal Father sent
us Jesus Christ, what was the role of
Our Lady in this act?

world was not worthy to receive Our
Lord Jesus Christ. If He was sent to
us by the Eternal Father, it was be-
cause the Blessed Virgin implored
His coming. And He gave Him to
Mary as the only one worthy to re-
ceive Him.

From this perspective, the lamen-
tation contained in the Gospel of St.
John is better understood: “He came
to His own, but His own received
Him not” (Jn 1:11). His own would
not receive Him, but Our Lady would
receive Him in a sublime way. This is

why He came: because He found Her

in the world, otherwise He would not
have come down from Heaven.
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Christ’s appearance on earth is
therefore the fruit of the presence
and prayers of the Blessed Virgin. In
this way, She collaborated with the
act of the Eternal Father by which Je-
sus was sent into the world.

The fecundity of God the Fa-
ther is infinite, to the point that
the idea He formed of Himself be-

. gets a Divine Person. This fruitful-
We must first consider that the :

ness was transmitted to Our Lady,
so that She would bear Jesus and all
the members of the Mystical Body
of Christ.

Our Lady is, therefore, Mother of
the faithful, but not only in the alle-
gorical and metaphorical sense of

¢ loving us: She is truly so in the order

of grace. And if this Divine Mater-
nity exists, it means that the Eternal
Father has somehow communicated
His own fecundity to Her.

Applications to our spiritual life

From the fact that Our Lady mer-
ited by her prayers the coming of the
Messiah, as well as having received
the Eternal Father’s fecundity, we
can draw some lessons for our spiri-
tual life. To do so, we must first anal-
yse the zeal of the Blessed Virgin for
God’s cause.

In her prayer, She undoubted-

i ly noted the state of extreme misery

into which the chosen people had

The fecundity of
God the Father was
transmitted to Her
so that She would
bear Jesus and all
the members of His

Mystical Body

Annunciation, by Fra Angelico -
Prado Museum, Madrid

fallen and ardently desired that Israel
would be restored to its former situa-

¢ tion. She further considered the dec-

adence of humanity, knowing better
than anyone how many souls were
being lost during that pagan era, and
clearly seeing satan’s reign over the
world.

The Blessed Virgin Mary thus

. played the role of St. Michael in
© Heaven; her prayer, asking that God

come into the world, was equivalent
to the Archangel’s “Quis ut Deus?”' It
is She who rose up against this state
of things; only her supplication was
powerful enough to deal a blow that
would transform everything.

Thus, the fullness of time is ac-
complished: Our Lord Jesus Christ is
born and all of humanity is restored,
regenerated, elevated, and sancti-
fied. The salvation of a multitude of
souls begins, the gates of Heaven are
opened, hell is crushed, death is de-
stroyed, and the Catholic Church

¢ flourishes upon the face of the earth;

and all as a consequence of Our La-
dy’s prayer.

Gustavo Kralj




Is it not true that, also
in this respect, She pres-
ents herself to us as a mod-
el? Should we not long for
the victory of Our Lord in
our days, as the Blessed
Virgin Mary desired it in
her time? Is there not an
absolute analogy between
the ardour with which She
yearned for the establish-
ment of Christ’s Kingdom
on earth, and the fervour
with which we should de-
sire it? Is it not true that
if her prayer was neces-
sary for the fulfilment
of the Incarnation, it is
also indispensable for Je-
sus Christ’s victory in the
present world? When we
are worn out in the strug-
gle for God’s triumph, do
we remember to pray to
Our Lady? When we pray
to Her, do we remember to ask for
this grace?

For example, would it not be a
good prayer if, as we contemplat-
ed the Mystery of the Annunciation
during the first decade of the Rosary,
we had in mind Our Lady imploring
the Saviour’s coming, and we prayed
to Her that Jesus Christ once again
triumph in the world with the fu-
ture victory of the Catholic Church?

Is this not a good application of this
mystery to our spiritual life? Is this :

not how our spiritual life ought to be
seen, lived and conducted? Is this not
much more solid than protracted pi-
ous murmuring?

Without a doubt, these truths
nourish our piety and our entire spir-
itual life.

Piety based on principles,
not sentiments

Let us ponder Our Lady hasten-
ing with her prayer the coming of
the Messiah. Now if Our Lord also
comes to us in Communion, we can

Fresco of the Mother of Good Counsel
Genazzano (ltaly)

Should we not long
for the victory of
Our Lord in our
days, as the
Blessed Virgin
Mary desired it

in her time?

and should ask the Virgin Mary, as
we prepare to receive her Divine
Son, for some of the same sentiments
with which She welcomed Him at the
time of the Incarnation.

And if we wish to obtain the grace
of daily Communion for someone,
would it not be worthwhile to ask
Our Lady to obtain for that soul the
daily reception of Our Lord, remind-
ing Her of the efficacy of the prayer
by which She obtained the coming of
Jesus Christ into the world?

Let us consider, on the
other hand, Our Lady’s
participation in the fruit-
fulness of the Eternal Fa-
ther in begetting members
of the Mystical Body of
Christ.

When we pass a bap-
tistery, we should remem-
ber to say a prayer to the
Blessed Virgin, beseech-
ing Her to keep us faith-
ful to the grace of Baptism
until death. It was at a bap-
tismal font that we entered
into the bosom of the Cath-
olic Church, were born into
the supernatural life, and
by Our Lady’s prayers and
the fecundity of the Lord
our God we became mem-
bers of the Mystical Body
of Christ, of which Mary is
the true Mother.

Furthermore, if we re-
call that we were born into the life of
grace through the same omnipotent
intercession of the Blessed Virgin,
then we will have every reason to ask
Her to keep us securely within the
heavenly gifts of Baptism and to fill
us with the virtue of a Catholic sense,
crowning glory of this extremely inti-
mate union with Christ.

Piety must consist of forming dis-
positions of spirit based on these

. principles taught by the Church
: and theology, not on mere feelings.

Such teachings engender a very seri-
ous and well-grounded love for Our
Lady. This is how true devotion to
Mary is forged and an authentic spir-
itual life founded. <>

Taken, with slight adaptations,
from: Dr. Plinio.

Sao Paulo. Year VII.

N.74 (May, 2004); p.20-25

! From the Latin: “Who is like unto God?”
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