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The Church is the centre of the human race and the entity that the Blessed
Virgin loves most on earth. Now, since the chastisement foretold by Our

Lady at Fatima has begun with the Church, have we not every reason

to fear its effects on civil society, if it persists in evil?

oday, May 13, we will com-

ment upon Our Lady of

Fatima, a topic which has

been addressed innumer-
able times among us, and which,
nevertheless should be recalled on
this date with special solemnity.

From 1917 until today, the world
has worsened dramatically

Of the many aspects contained in

the Fatima event, I believe there is

one which it is most fitting to point
out in this commentary.
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First of all, we should consider as

a salient feature in these apparitions,
which are clothed with a prophet-

© ic character, the fact that Our Lady :

promised the world mercy if there

: were an amendment of life and if :

the consecration She requested were

: made; and, at the same time, She

threatened the world with punish-

i ment if it did not amend and if the

consecration was not made.

This essential summary of the

Fatima revelations is also the sub-
stance of the Old Testament proph-

ecies. They use the same language
and present the same alternative as
that applied to the Jewish people and
their enemies: blessing and praise if
they make amends, punishment if
there is no conversion.

Now, the warning Our Lady
makes in the Cova da Iria is in re-
ality an act of mercy. She cautions
like a kind mother who says: “My
child, I do not wish to punish you,
but your attitude is such that if you
persist in it I shall be forced to pun-
ish you.”



At Fatima, Our Lady made a
prophecy following the classic pat-
tern. And, more than half a century
after the apparitions, we see that
everything that at that time grieved
Her, giving rise to her censures
against the contemporary world, has
not only failed to improve, but has
worsened dramatically.

The crisis of the Church is
included in the chastisement...

We are therefore on the way to a
chastisement, and we cannot but con-
clude that the present state of the
Church is part of it. The Blessed Vir-
gin promised to punish the world, of
which the Mystical Body of Christ is
the axis; once the axis is struck, the
punishment spreads to the entire cir-
cumference. The crisis raging within
the Church is undoubtedly included,
implicitly or explicitly, in the chas-
tisements prophesied at Fatima.

Now, was this crisis really foretold
in the apparitions?

If Our Lady had announced this
chastisement at the Cova da Iria, it is
certain that it would have been kept
secret, which leads one to believe
this to be one of the elements of the
message not yet revealed. The Bless-
ed Virgin must have said very harsh
things about the future of the Church
and the clergy, and since they did not

The crisis raging
within the Church
is undoubtedly
included, implicitly
or explicitly, in

the chastisements

prophesied at Fatima

Dr. Plinio praying before the Statue of
Our Lady of Fatima, in the mid-1970s

heed her warnings, what She prom-
ised has come to pass.

In view of this, we should not see
the punishments announced by Our
Lady at Fatima as something yet to
be carried out, but as already hav-
ing begun. The punitive process has
been set in motion and it is much
more plausible to suppose that it will
continue until its culmination than to
expect it to stop.

...which will then spread
to the entire world

The Church is a spiritual society,
the centre of humankind, the high-
est point on earth. All of history re-
volves around it. It is the institution
that Our Lady loves most on earth,
and on its wellbeing depend the mor-
al and religious order of this world.

In what I have said above, I em-
phasize the last two features.

If T consider the first, I see that
Our Lady has punished what She
loves most. Will She then spare the
rest, which also shows no signs of
making amends? If the Church, the
noblest part and the one that has the
least to fear, is already being pun-
ished, does not the less noble part
have every reason to fear punishment
if it persists in evil?

The second aspect concerns the

¢ wellbeing of the Church as a condi-
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tion for the health of society. If at the
moment it is undergoing a crisis with-
out historical precedents, is it pos-
sible for the world not to be also con-
taminated?

Therefore, the chastisements
prophesied by Our Lady are already
underway, and this should lead us to
believe even more in the Fatima mes-
sage.

Punitive process that is
reaching its climax

I will repeat the reasoning schem-
atically.

First point: the message of Fatima
is a prophecy — not official, like those
of the Old Testament or Revelation,
but with all the characteristics of an
authentic prophecy. It contains the
denunciation of a highly condem-
nable situation, a loving invitation to
abandon it, the threat and the predic-
tion of a punishment if the situation
does not change.

Second point: in its public na-
ture, this message does not speak,
or at least does not speak emphatic-
ally, of a punishment for the Church,
but for mankind. At one point it says
that the Pope will suffer greatly, but it
does not attribute the cause of these
sufferings to the sins of the Church.

However, knowing that the proph-
ecy has secret parts, the question
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arises: did Our Lady not reveal this
punishment there? Certainly yes, for
it is natural that one who announces

the punishment of the world should
speak of the worst aspect of that pun-
ishment.

Everything leads one to believe,
then, that the punishment of the
Church is one of the central elements

of the Fatima prophecy. And, if this :
is true, it has already begun to be ful-

filled, leading us to ask ourselves: is
there reason to hope that the puni-
tive process will stop?

Now, if this process is reaching a
climax as regards the noblest part, and
that most loved by Our Lady, why can

it not also reach a climax as regards
the less noble and less loved part,

which is civil society? All the more so
because civil society — greatly loved by
Mary Most Holy, but less so than the
Church - has not amended itself; on
the contrary, it persists in sin.

When the Church is in an un-

healthy state, the world becomes
equally unhealthy, and the state of

the world has reached the point of
foreshadowing a supreme convul-
sion. If the punishment has already
begun in the Church, it is inevitable
that sooner or later it will reach civil

society, for he who strikes a tree at its

root strikes the whole tree.

Joy because, at last, Mary’s
Reign will come

Someone might say: “Dr. Plinio, I
do not understand... Today, the day
of Our Lady of Fatima, we commem-

orate the tenderness and affection of :
our Mother. And instead of dealing

with that, you make a dry analysis of
her message, which torments and ter-
rifies us. Is this the way to celebrate a
Mother?”

To this objection I reply as fol-
lows: “Is there a better way to acclaim

a prophet than by making an act of
faith in his message?” The Blessed '

Virgin revealed all this out of love,
giving us the possibility of contem-
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Immaculate Heart of Mary - Church of
San Benedetto in Piscinula, Rome (ltaly)

The prophecy
denounces a
condemnable situation,
maKes an invitation
to abandon it, and
predicts a punishment
if the situation

does not change

. plating God as the Ruler of all hist-
ory and of admiring His sublime de-
. signs, certain that even when He per-

mits evil, He does so for His greater
glory. There are a thousand reasons,
which do not fit into the scope of a
conference, why we should be en-
chanted with this consideration and
adore Him.

Once Our Lady has spoken, there

 is no better act of acknowledgment of

her loving words than for us to seek
to understand and take them serious-
ly. Therefore, a serious commemora-
tion of the day of Fatima must include
a serious analysis of the prophecy.
Would that the Blessed Virgin

. give each one of us graces so that this
. analysis may bear fruit in the joy, en-

thusiasm and spirit of detachment
that come from the certainty of the
fulfilment of her prophecies. The
prospect of this fulfilment does not
torment or terrify, nor does it elicit
cold indifference; rather, it fills the

: soul with contentment.

There is a form of zeal for the Law
and for the glory of the Most High
that makes one feel relief to see that,
at last, the God of vengeance is draw-
ing near and will prevail, that Mary’s
Reign will come. That is the only joy

: capable of completely filling the soul
. of the counter-revolutionary who has

renounced himself entirely.
This is what I wish for everyone on
this day. <

Taken, with slight adaptations,
from:

Dr. Plinio. Sao Paulo. Year XXI.
N.242 (May, 2018); p.19-21

' Dr. Plinio used this expression to refer to
the form of devotion recommended by St.
Louis-Marie Grignion de Montfort, which
consists in doing all things with Mary, in
Mary, through Mary and for Mary. Fidelity
to this devotion is an extremely rich source
of new graces, and its principal fruit is the
establishment of the very life of the Blessed
Virgin in the soul.



The Shepherd Children of Fatima
and the Secret of Mary

The Immaculate Heart of Mary triumphed over Francisco and Jacinta,
transforming them into natural intercessors to implore
that her Reign soon begin in our souls.

he successive apparitions of Our
Lady in the Cova da Iria gently

transformed the three shepherd chil-
dren. And something similar hap-
pens to those who open themselves to
the Secret of Mary.'

This devotion produces one of
those profound effects of grace

that unfold without the person be- :
ing fully aware of it. The soul feels '

freer and freer to do good; the faults
that bind it to evil gradually dissolve.

It grows in love for God, it grows in

the desire to devote itself to Him,
it grows in opposition to sin, but all
this takes place in a marvellous way
within its interior.

of Mary does not fight the same tre-
mendous, methodical and admirable

battles to grow in sanctity and attain

Heaven as those fought according to
the classical system of the spiritual
life. It is Our Lady who transforms it
from one moment to the next.

Considering how Mary Most :

Holy proceeded at Fatima — espe-
cially with Jacinta and Francisco,

who were soon called to Heaven —

we can ask ourselves how She will
act upon humanity as a whole when
the promises made there are ful-

filled, and it is valid for us to predict :

that they will be fulfilled in a simi-
lar way.

Therefore, I believe that, in the
transformation worked in the souls

of the two children, we should see
one of the multiple beginnings of

the Reign of Mary — because enor- !
: mous works have many beginnings —

and a symbol of the profound trans-

formations that will mark this era of :

history.
The Immaculate Heart of Mary

triumphed over two souls who were :

preachers of her great revelation,
who, by the sacrifices and prayers

they made on earth, and the pray- :

ers they offer today in Heaven, have
helped and are helping souls to ac-

. cept the message of Fatima.
The soul touched by the Secret
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Francisco and Jacinta are, there-
fore, the natural intercessors to be-
seech so that the Reign of Mary may
begin at once in our souls, through
the mysterious action of the Se-
cret of Mary. We must beg them
both insistently to make us share in
the gifts they have received, and to
watch over especially those whose
mission it is to preach the message
of Fatima and to live in accordance
with it. <

Taken, with slight adaptations,
from: Dr. Plinio. Sao Paulo.
Year XVI.

N.179 (Feb., 2013); p.28-30

Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta - Parish church of Fatima, (Portugal)
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A Prophetic Message

We are at a decisive moment in history, in which God points
out two paths: one for those who want to enter the Reign of His

Blessed Mother; the other for those who prefer to continue living

in the reign of sin.

mong the various appar-

itions of Our Lady through-

out history, those that oc-

curred in 1917 in Fatima,
Portugal, stand out for their marked
prophetic character.

“She came in person,” commented
Msgr. Joao Scognamiglio Cla Dias,
founder of the Heralds of the Gos-
pel, “to recall forgotten truths, such
as the existence of hell, and to threat-
en men with terrible punishments
if they did not turn back to the path
of justice. [...] Our Lady wished to
speak at the beginning of a century
that would be characterized by the si-
lence of those who ought to cry out,
or worse still, by the deceit of those
who, knowing the truth, would seek
to obscure it because their deeds
were evil (cf. Jn 3:19).”

Predictions faithfully fulfilled

If we re-read the predictions con-
tained in this message, we will be
struck by the fact that a large part of
them have been fulfilled precisely as
announced.

Let us analyse, for example, some
passages of the text that has become
known as the second part of the se-
cret of Fatima, revealed in the appar-
ition of July 13.”

“The war is going to end” — a ref-
erence made by Our Lady to the First
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World War, which was in progress
during the apparitions and which in
fact ended in November of the follow-
ing year — “but if people do not cease
offending God, a worse one will break
out during the pontificate of Pius XI.”
This was fulfilled with the advent of
the Second World War, heralded by
the annexation of Austria and part of
Czechoslovakia in 1938.

The Blessed Virgin not only indi-
cated the temporal context in which
the conflict would be unleashed, but
also how it would be signalled: “When
you see a night illumined by an un-
known light, know that this is the
great sign given you by God that He
is about to punish the world for its
crimes.” This was the aurora boreal-
is that illuminated the skies of Europe
on the night of January 25, 1938, con-
sidered by Sister Lucia, the only one
of the children alive at the time, as the
sign promised by the Mother of God.

Finally, She named the character-
istics of the chastisement: “by means
of war, famine and persecutions of
the Church and of the Holy Father.”
And She indicated the way to avoid
it: “I shall come to ask for the conse-
cration of Russia to my Immaculate
Heart, and the Communion of Rep-
aration on the First Saturdays.”

Then She added: “If my requests
are heeded, Russia will be converted,

and there will be peace; if not, she
will spread her errors throughout the
world, causing wars and persecutions
of the Church.”

As her exhortations were not
heeded, communism took hold of
Russia a few months after this appar-
ition, leading to the death of millions
of human beings.

Announcements yet to be fulfilled

Much of what was foretold has al-
ready been fulfilled, as we have seen.
Other predictions, however, have not
yet been fulfilled or have been only
partially fulfilled. Let us consider
some of these predictions:

“The Holy Father will have much
to suffer.” These are mysterious words
about which we do not know what to
say. They may be the subject of future
considerations.

“Various nations will be annihilat-
ed.” We have yet to see this. However,
the occurrence of so many catastro-
phes recently in different parts of the
globe is troubling: COVID-19 pan-
demic, earthquakes, floods, heavy
snowfalls, fires, hurricanes, plagues
of insects, etc. We fear that such phe-
nomena are the beginning of the fore-
told events.

In January 1944 Sister Lucia saw a
startling vision while praying before
the Blessed Sacrament: “Mountains,



Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta -
Fatima (Portugal)

Many of the
prophecies have
already been fulfilled.
Other predictions,
however, have not
Yyet come to pass,

or have only been

partially realized

cities, towns and villages with their
inhabitants are buried. The sea, the
rivers and the clouds emerge from
their limits, overflowing and bring-
ing with them in a whirlwind houses
and people in numbers that are not
possible to count. It is the purifica-
tion of the world because of the sins

in which it is plunged. Hatred and :

war!”?

ar war erupting on a worldwide
scale is a very real possibility.

“Persecutions  of  the
Church”: there are endless
news reports in this regard,
and it only seems to be the be-
ginning.

The path of hope amid
the catastrophe

The message of Fatima is a
prophecy —not an official, but an
authentic one — with all its char-
acteristics. If we had to summar-

ize it in a few words, five would :
suffice: announcement, request, |

warning, punishment and reward. In
other words, it comprises the denunci-
ation of a world dominated by sin; the
request that men renounce sin; the
prediction of punishment if this state

of affairs is not abandoned; the proc- :
lamation of a new historical era, which
. enter the Reign of His Blessed Moth-

will come only after penance and the
conversion of mankind.

In this panorama of threatening
warnings, a path of hope opens up on
hearing her firm and maternal prom-
ise: “In the end, my Immaculate

Heart will triumph” and “a period of
atives, and follow their counsels with
This refers to the great histor- |

peace will be granted to the world.”

ical era prophesied by so many
Saints, above all by St. Louis- Marie
Grignion de Montfort: “When will
that happy day come when God’s
Mother is enthroned in men’s hearts

as Queen, subjecting them to the do- :
minion of her great and princely Son?
When will souls breathe Mary as the :
body breathes air? When that time '

ambition cause the destructive :
. onearth.™
“War”: the threat of nucle- :

comes, wonderful things will happen

In that blessed era, Heaven will
unite with earth, the infernal re-
gions will be defeated, and the An-
gels will join men in singing, “Glory
to Mary in her Reign, for her Im-
maculate Heart has triumphed!”

“It will be the reign of Our Lady’s

. clemency, compassion and sweet-
. mess [...]. Just as in the present day

the foul and pestilent breath of the
Revolution, characterized by re-
volt, egalitarianism and sensuality,
is inhaled everywhere, during the
Reign of Mary, it will be possible
to breathe the sweet aroma of the
presence and virtues of the heaven-
ly Queen in souls and ambiences, in
customs and even in civilizations.”

Will we choose the Reign of Mary
or the reign of sin?

We are at a decisive moment in his-
tory, in which God presents us with
two paths: one for those who want to

er; the other for those who prefer to
continue living in the reign consisting
of sin.

Those who want to be part of the
Reign of Mary must listen to the
Blessed Virgin’s authentic represent-

arenewed heart. These will enter the
path of salvation.

A reign of purity and goodness,
emanating from the maternal Heart
of the Mother of God is prepared for
them. It will be a reign of great splen-
dour, in both temporal society and in
the Church, owing to the abundance
of graces poured out by the Divine
Holy Spirit. <-
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